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To avoid blame for their misjudgments, the industry
endorsed the myth that the small number of personal injury
lawsuits were responsible for rising medical malpractice
premiums, even though insurers increased premiums for all
other business and consumer lines at the same time.

The industry stepped up its public relations efforts by
lobbying against America's injured, who they said would
have to settle for less and less. Executives blamed a small
number of injury cases-and not the negligent hospitals and
physicians who caused them-for ever-increasing doctors'
medical malpractice insurance premiums.

Insurance companies are doing well. They reap incredible
profits.
• In 2004, property and casualty insurers increased profits

twelvefold from 2003-from $3 billion to $36 billion.
• CEOs took huge 2003 salaries:

-Eli Broad, SunAmerica (of American International
Group), $48,174,739

-Sanford I. Weill, Citigroup, $26,694,959
-Jacques E. Dubois, Jr., Swiss Re, $19,739,137
The General Accounting Office reported that insurers

roo many pa,ien's are vic'ims of medical errors
Injured patients are not the problem. They are innocent victims of hospital and physician

negligence.

Pa,ien' safety problems are epidemic
. "Patient Safety in American Hospitals," a 2004 HealthGrades study, estimated that at least 195,000 patients die annually

in American hospitals due to preventable medical enors. To put 195,000
patients into perspective, it is equivalent to three fully occupied jumbo jets
crashing daily. Only cancer and heart disease cause more patient deaths than
preventable medical errors.

In addition, another million patients are injured by preventable,
negligent eows annually.

The medical industry has found ways to get around policing its own
ranks and reporting adverse incidents. How? Medical peer reviews
protect dangerous doctors with slaps on wrists. The industry also
prevents accurate data from appearing in The National Practitioner Data

Bank, where information on liability settlements, judgments, and other
negative data are recorded and made available to the public.

What the health-care and
insurance industries want to hide

a

surgeons leave
itients
t Press
6, 2003

ns

II

11


