




P..EASE DRIVE SAFE"Y.

A reasonable housing accommo­
dation for a senior can sometimes
make the difference between living
independently in a community or
entering a care facility or nursing
home. Seniors, or their children, who
believe housing discrimination has
occurred should consult legal counsel.

SEAT BELTS SAVE LIVES

No one ever plans on having an automobile accident. But every­
one can plan to drive more safely and buckle seat belts.

Here are some statistics on how seat belts can save lives:
• Seat belts save nearly 10,000 drivers' and passengers' lives
annually.
• Only seven in ten auto occupants in accidents are buckled up.
• Young males-age 16 to 25-are the least likely to buckle up and
are the most likely to be involved in life-endangering accidents.
• Hospital costs for unbelted auto-crash victims are 50 percent
higher than for those who buckle up.
• If 90 percent of passengers use their seat belts by 2005, the nation
will likely see a 25 percent reduction in child fatalities in accidents.

A. s our nation grays, greater numbers of aging
rt people may find themselves denied equal
opportunity in obtaining housing.

Housing discrimination against the elderly
usually involves two factors. First is a perceived
inability of an elderly person to live independently
and to care for him- or herself and a property. The
second consists of past, actual, or perceived
disabilities that might make someone incapable of
independent living.

If real-estate agents, rental agents, condominium
associations, landlords, or even family members
unlawfully deny the elderly equal opportunity to
obtain housing in single-family homes, condo­
minium communities, or rental communities, those
harmed have recourse. Elderly people who have
suffered discrimination are increasingly turning to
the Fair Housing Act (FHA) of 1968 and the
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) to obtain their fair rights to housing.

When a Texas couple was refused admission to a subsidized apartment complex
on the basis of the husband's blindness and partial paralysis, the U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban Development's FHA division determined that discrimination had
occurred and took the apartment's owners to federal court. The court ruled that the
FHA had the authority to bar discrimination against seniors with disabilities.

In a Florida case, an administrative law judge ruled on another FHA complaint.
Here, the court agreed that a condominium association was required to make reasonable
disability accommodations for a longtime resident who experienced a stroke that made
him unable to walk.

Courts have also ruled that older residents are entitled to maintain service- or
emotional-support animals as long as tenants reasonably comply with general tenancy
obligations.

Housing discrimination.
•••and the elderly

W rongdoers selling phony
insurance plans are popping up

everywhere. Their less-expensive
coverage may look very appealing to
Americans who lose coverage at
work, experience rapidly escalating
premiums, or cannot get coverage
elsewhere.

Not only do scammers often lack
licenses to sell insurance, they also

don't have suffi-
. cient reserves to

cover payments.
Their game is to
pay smaller initial
claims to solicit
greater premiums
from future
policyholders.
A study found
that more than
100,000 scam­
insurance-plan
buyers have been

stuck with $85 million in unpaid
medical bills since 2001.

Experts offer the following warn­
ing signs to look for in potentially
counterfeit health-coverage
solicitations:

• Unbelievably low rates.
• No health prescreening
requirement.
• Automatic preexisting-condition
coverage.

• Promoted and endorsed by
individuals allegedly representing
labor unions or professional
associations.

• Sales pitches that replace
"insurance" with "benefits."

To check a plan's legitimacy, caJl
our state's insurance commissioner's
office for licensing, know the agent
who will pay claims, and contact an
attorney for counsel.

FRAUDUL NT
health
•Insurance

P..EASE DRIVE SAFE"Y.

A reasonable housing accommo­
dation for a senior can sometimes
make the difference between living
independently in a community or
entering a care facility or nursing
home. Seniors, or their children, who
believe housing discrimination has
occurred should consult legal counsel.

SEAT BELTS SAVE LIVES

No one ever plans on having an automobile accident. But every­
one can plan to drive more safely and buckle seat belts.

Here are some statistics on how seat belts can save lives:
• Seat belts save nearly 10,000 drivers' and passengers' lives
annually.
• Only seven in ten auto occupants in accidents are buckled up.
• Young males-age 16 to 25-are the least likely to buckle up and
are the most likely to be involved in life-endangering accidents.
• Hospital costs for unbelted auto-crash victims are 50 percent
higher than for those who buckle up.
• If 90 percent of passengers use their seat belts by 2005, the nation
will likely see a 25 percent reduction in child fatalities in accidents.

A. s our nation grays, greater numbers of aging
rt people may find themselves denied equal
opportunity in obtaining housing.

Housing discrimination against the elderly
usually involves two factors. First is a perceived
inability of an elderly person to live independently
and to care for him- or herself and a property. The
second consists of past, actual, or perceived
disabilities that might make someone incapable of
independent living.

If real-estate agents, rental agents, condominium
associations, landlords, or even family members
unlawfully deny the elderly equal opportunity to
obtain housing in single-family homes, condo­
minium communities, or rental communities, those
harmed have recourse. Elderly people who have
suffered discrimination are increasingly turning to
the Fair Housing Act (FHA) of 1968 and the
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) to obtain their fair rights to housing.

When a Texas couple was refused admission to a subsidized apartment complex
on the basis of the husband's blindness and partial paralysis, the U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban Development's FHA division determined that discrimination had
occurred and took the apartment's owners to federal court. The court ruled that the
FHA had the authority to bar discrimination against seniors with disabilities.

In a Florida case, an administrative law judge ruled on another FHA complaint.
Here, the court agreed that a condominium association was required to make reasonable
disability accommodations for a longtime resident who experienced a stroke that made
him unable to walk.

Courts have also ruled that older residents are entitled to maintain service- or
emotional-support animals as long as tenants reasonably comply with general tenancy
obligations.

Housing discrimination.
•••and the elderly

W rongdoers selling phony
insurance plans are popping up

everywhere. Their less-expensive
coverage may look very appealing to
Americans who lose coverage at
work, experience rapidly escalating
premiums, or cannot get coverage
elsewhere.

Not only do scammers often lack
licenses to sell insurance, they also

don't have suffi-
. cient reserves to

cover payments.
Their game is to
pay smaller initial
claims to solicit
greater premiums
from future
policyholders.
A study found
that more than
100,000 scam­
insurance-plan
buyers have been

stuck with $85 million in unpaid
medical bills since 2001.

Experts offer the following warn­
ing signs to look for in potentially
counterfeit health-coverage
solicitations:

• Unbelievably low rates.
• No health prescreening
requirement.
• Automatic preexisting-condition
coverage.

• Promoted and endorsed by
individuals allegedly representing
labor unions or professional
associations.

• Sales pitches that replace
"insurance" with "benefits."

To check a plan's legitimacy, caJl
our state's insurance commissioner's
office for licensing, know the agent
who will pay claims, and contact an
attorney for counsel.

FRAUDUL NT
health
•Insurance



JACKSON &WILSON
Attorneys At Law
23161 Mill Creek Drive, Suite 150
Laguna Hills, CA 92653

JACKSON &WILSON
Attorneys At Law

PRESORTED
STANDARD

U.S. POSTAGE PAID
MAILED FROM ZIP CODE 17604

PERMIT NO. 242

© Copyright 2004. Newsletters, Ink. Corp. All rights reserved. Printed in the U.SA www.newslettersink.com
The informotion included in this newsletter is not intended as a substitute for consultation with an attorney. Specific conditions olwoys require consultotion with oppropriate legal professionals.

FREE e-mail newsletter
wins praise from clients!
Are you aware that we offer a FREE
rt "Consumer Update" e-mail news­
letter jam-packed with up-to-date legal
information, tips, and tools you can put
to immediate use to help protect your
family or business?

Thousands of people (clients, friends,
and even other attomeys) find our
"Consumer Update" extremely useful.
After every monthly issue, we receive
calls from subscribers excited about
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this information will help you too!
To get our "Consumer Update"

e-mail newsletter, simply give us a call,
or better yet, subscribe online by going
to www.jacksonwilson.com/news.

Register
to vote

To register to vote in our state, you
must be:

* a U.S. citizen.
* a state resident.* 18 years old on or before election
day.

How to register
In some cases, registration can take up
to a month.
* By mail-Obtain a registration
form at an election office, town hall,
post office, or elsewhere; fill it in; and
mail it to the local election office.
* In person-Go to your local
election commission and complete an
affidavit of registration.
* Motor vehicle registry-Fill in a
"Motor Voter" form.* Online-Surf to the Federal
Election Commission at
http://www.fec.gov/votregis/vr.htm to
download a National Mail Voter
Registration Form to fill in and mail to
the local election office, or go to the
Working Assets Web site at
www.workingforchange.com/vote to
register.

AmvsemertC P~f'k.

SAFETY

I t's again time for families to visit
amusement parks to enjoy fresh air,

fun foods, and thrill rides.
Amusement parks can be very

exciting for families, but don't let your
young children take chances.
V' Comply with age or height restrictions.
V' Chaperone youngsters.
V' Secure safety harnesses and restraints.
V' Avoid loose-fitting clothing, especially
baggy sleeves.
V' Kids should keep hands inside rides
and hold on.
V' Know where first aid or EMT service
is located.

Ferris wheel fall
An amusement park visitor won an

arbitrated award after falling from a
ferris wheel. The amusement park's
management
was determined
to be negligent
in failing to lock
the rider in his
seat and main­
tain the ride in
good operating
condition.




